PRESS RELEASE

E-trike KLIMAX 5K for More Mobility and Less Traffic Jams

The New CO2 Freedom: Fast, clean, weatherproof – and fun 

Waltrop, August 16, 2011. From now on, you don’t have to be a cycling fanatic or all-weather environmental hero to choose a car-free lifestyle: specialized bike manufacturer HASEBIKES introduces the e-trike KLIMAX 5K. 

Good intentions: tomorrow, it’s CO2-free to work. But then you wake up to pouring rain. The bicycle stays in the garage, and your good intentions remain just that. This situation is not uncommon, but it has to change. This is why Marec Hase, head of the bike manufacturer HASEBIKES, developed the KLIMAX 5K: a trike with an auxiliary electric motor – a true hybrid vehicle – and foldable fairing. With it, CO2-free mobility can be fun in any weather. The rider in the comfortable mesh seat at sports-car height pedals while the powerful 500W, practically invisible and silent motor in the front wheel provides additional oomph. It has a throttle control, like a scooter. The motor tops out at 45 km/h (28 mph). If you have the legs for it, you can go even faster. But this tempo is optimal for traffic in and around the city. Especially if the vehicle has sporty genes, like the KLIMAX 5K: the basis is the lively cornering machine KETTWIESEL, which has long since attained cult status in the specialized bike world.  

Ultra-mobile rain protection 

A commuter vehicle has to come with a “comfort climate to go”. This past spring, the 5K’s little brother, KLIMAX 2K, was awarded two international design prizes for its ingenious fairing: the IF Product Design Award in Gold and the prestigious Red Dot Award. As long as it’s not raining, the fairing can be stowed away in its carrying case behind the seat. All it takes is a minute to unpack it, open it like an umbrella, and secure to the mounts. And if it really starts to pour, the poncho can be snapped into place inside the fairing. This clever accessory will keep even business suits dry, leaving nothing but the rider’s helmeted head exposed. Getting in and out is as easy as with a Gullwing: just release the catch on one side, hop into the seat, and pull the fairing and attached poncho down over your head until the catch locks back into place. 

High-tech for fun and safety

Every aspect of the KLIMAX is the state-of-the-art in bicycle design: the fun-loving KLIMAX chassis, with a total length of about two meters (6’6”), is extremely maneuverable and, thanks to its low center of gravity, very safe. The rider changes gears on the maintenance-free Shimano 8-speed gear hub using a twist shifter and slows the action with disc brakes on all three wheels. This number is what gives multitrack vehicles their incomparable stability, as well as their comfort: wherever you have to stop – you can remain comfortably in your seat. 

When fully charged, the lithium-ion battery will take you 40 kilometers (25 miles) with 50% pedal power. It can be recharged in two and a half hours; and each full charge costs a mere eight to ten cents in electricity. Now that’s efficient mobility! In some countries, like Germany, the KLIMAX 5K requires insurance plates, like a moped. Cost: approx. 70 euros per year: a small investment compared to the money you will save on gas, insurance, and taxes by not using a car. 

“Climate to go” instead of climate change

The word is out: we cannot escape the climate, traffic, and mobility crises by simply trading in one kind of car for another. We have to rethink and adapt our lifestyles. This shouldn’t be a problem if new mobility options are as fun as the KLIMAX 5K, which also meets all your needs for daily use. With the practical Ortlieb “trunk” in the rear, the trike is also perfect for shopping trips. 

The ideal vehicle for climate protectors and fun-loving trikers will be introduced at the EUROBIKE bicycle trade show in Friedrichshafen, Germany (Aug. 31 - Sept. 1, 2011). 

Technical data for the KLIMAX 5K:

Frame/fork: 7046 aluminum 

Weight: 37.5 kg (82.7 lbs)

Brakes: disc brakes

Wheels: 20” with HASE Quickstick hubs for quick removal

Tires: Schwalbe Marathon Plus 47 x 406

Gear system: Shimano Nexus Inter-8 Premium 

hub with twist shifter

Headlight: Philips 

Taillight: Busch & Müller Toplight Flat Plus

Fairing in bag: 67 x 29 cm (26 x 11 inch)

Motor: Crystalyte, 48V, 500W hub motor 

in the front wheel, automatic shut-off at 45 km/h (28 mph)

Battery: lithium-ion with 540 Wh, 500 – 800 charge cycles are possible; 

charge time: approx. 2.5 h; weight: 4 kg (9 lbs)

Range: approx. 40 km (25 miles) at 50% muscle power

Insurance plates required in Germany (same as moped)

Price: EUR 7,490 
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